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Session Outline 

• Archaeology and Outdoor Learning 

 

• Introduction to FLS Archaeological Learning Resources 

 

• Using the Resources 

 

• Examples of Resources in Action 

 

• Enhancing Resources 

 

• Questions and Open Discussion 



What is Archaeology? 

“Archaeology is the study of the human past through its material remains. 

Through archaeological research and analysis of our places, artefacts and 

ecofacts, everyone can explore, better understand, value and care about the 

prehistory and history of Scotland’s people, culture and landscape.” 

Scotland’s Archaeology Strategy 2015 

 

 

 

 

“Archaeology is important because it is one of the principal means of studying 

and understanding Scotland’s historic environment. The remains found in 

Scotland’s places and the material culture in our museum collections connect 

us to the people in the past. This connection shapes our sense of identity and 

belonging, enhancing our wellbeing.” 

Scotland’s Archaeology Strategy 2015 

 

Why does it matter? 



Archaeology and 

Outdoor Learning 

• A discipline rooted in the outdoors 

 

• A methodology for learning that is rich in 

imagination and creativity, but also 

enquiry and data handling 

 

• Sites and landscapes provide 

opportunities for place-based learning 

 

• Delivers a tool and skill set that naturally fits 

the outdoor classroom 

 

• Can provide context to pre-established 

learning in areas such as ecology, 

geography and outdoor skills 

 

• Offers a gateway to a range of career 

paths to suit different character and 

learner types 



The Forestry and Land Scotland 

Archaeological Learning Resource Package  
  Cultural Period-based           Core Resource      Monument Class-based 

Specialism-based 



Key Resource Features 
1. Vibrant graphics and relatable characters to help bring the past to life 

 

The First Foresters 
Recumbent Stone Circles 

To Build a Broch 



Key Resource Features 
2. Background specialist knowledge presented in easy access language 

Into the Wildwoods 



Key Resource Features 

3. Engaging and interlinked activity suggestions 

The First Foresters 

Outdoor Archaeological Learning 



4. Use of storytelling and a narrative approach to aid deeper contextualised knowledge, 

progressive learning and stimulate imagination 

Key Resource Features 

The First Foresters 



Key Resource Features 
5. Emphasis on the relationships between humans and nature 

The First Foresters 

The First Foresters 

Recumbent Stone Circles 



6. Themes of sustainability and stewardship citizenship/stewardship  

Key Resource Features 

Into the Wildwoods 



Using the Resources 

• As a topic 

 

• As an IDL focus 

 

• As a STEM project 

 

• As enhancing context to pre-established learning areas 

 

• As a local place study 

 

• As a series of workshops 

Angles of Approach 
• Following the built-in resource narrative 

 

• Using Archaeology as the springboard 

 

• Best-fit integration with other learning 



Resources in Action: Into the 

Wildwoods 

OAL Timeline 

Fieldwalking (bolt-on) activity 



Resources in Action: Into the 

Wildwoods 

Artefact handling (bolt-on) activity  

Mesolithic habitats and lifestyle  



Resources in Action: Into the 

Wildwoods 

Story Maps: verbal (top) 
and written (left) 

“Coastal Estuary Clan, you must journey 
to the place of the sacred stones to 
gather eggs from the birds nesting 
amongst the rocks. First you must leave 
our base camp and travel back through 
the valley of grey doors to the place 
where many paths meet. From here you 
must take the downward passage that 
you already know and descend until 
there are no more steps. Go past the 
guardian of the great passage and 
through the sliding doors to where the 
air is fresh and cool. Follow the tarmac 
river downstream and away from Car 
Park Loch, it flows between high wall 
crags and the forest of thin tree trunks. 
Ride the river through the black gate 
and beyond the resting place. After the 
river turns twice, you’ll see the 3 sacred 
stones by the shore. That is where the 
wildfowl nest and where you’ll find the 
sweetest eggs.” 

 



Resources in Action: Into the 

Wildwoods 

Easy-print resources  

Collaborative cognitive map making 

Completed cognitive map 



Extension Resources 
Archaeology Scotland 
www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk  

• hosts the Heritage Resources Portal  

• archaeological equipment available for loan 

• activity packs 

• artefact investigation kits available for loan.  

• The Heritage Hero Award scheme celebrates 
and rewards engagement with all forms of 
heritage with 5 levels to choose from 

Culture Perth and Kinross 
www.culturepk.org.uk/learning/schools/ 

• Online collections database 

• Museum loan kits 

• Activity and research topic resources 

• Group visits and learning session at the museum  



Questions and 

Discussion 


