
Gravestone photos crib sheet 
 

 

The stars are 
carved in relief 
(stand proud of 
stone surface) 
 
Le6ers and 
date are 
incised (cut 
into the stone).   

This drawing 
shows the 
dots used by 
le6er cu6ers 
to get the 
right spacing 
in inscrip<ons 

 

You can see 
the dots on 
this 
gravestone 

 

Here some 
le6ers are 
reversed and 
some joined 
together. This 
is more 
common on 
earlier stones. 

 

Inscrip<ons 
may use 
ini<als not 
full names. 
Here ini<als 
are in relief & 
the date is 
incised.  

Spacing not 
quite right 
spouse 
 
 

 

Lead le6ers 
were 
some<mes 
used on either 
granite or 
marble stones. 

 

 

Victorian 
stones may 
use more 
than one 
le6ering 
style. Gothic 
le6ers 
popular in 
print too 

 
 

 

 

This 1616 stone has relief and 
incised le6ering.  

 

Stones may be 
carved with 
monograms 
(initals in fancy 
design) this one is 
the le6er ‘W’.  

 


























