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TRINITY ATA WORKSHOPS

13 pupils from Trinity Academy’s Enhanced Support Base participated in a
taster workshop on 26'" September and a 5-Workshop Attainment through
Archaeology project from 14" November to 10" December.

The workshops were designed to raise pupils’ awareness of archaeology and
heritage in the local area, developing skills used by archaeologists to investigate,
record and interpret heritage sites. Workshops included the following activities:

Research and Investigation: historic
maps, photographs and artefact handling

f’ﬂ Archaeological methods: Historic Building
9 Recording, fieldwalking
Ay
I@’_ Heritage Interpretation: craft, technology,
experimental archaeology
(reconstruction)




© PLACE: VICTORIA PARK, TRINITY

The park was created in the 20" century, and was once private land belonging to
Bonnington Park (house), which was built in 1789. Trinity Academy was built at
the north of the park in 1894. A long time before becoming Victoria Park, land in
the area had been granted to Holyrood Abbey by King David | in 1128, with some
of the land bought in 1505 by King James |V to build a harbour to the north;
Newhaven.

Victoria Park had bowling greens, WCs, a playground, a water fountain, a
bandstand, and a railway used to run through the park. A bowling green was
converted into allotments during the Second World War. The bandstand no
longer survives, which became a focus for our project.

BANDSTAND, VICTORIA PARK, LEITH.

Top image: https://www.edinphoto.org.uk/O_PCV_M/O_post_card_views_valentine_-_leith_victoria_park_54710.html
Left image: https://www.trove.scot/image/1062527 © Courtesy of HES (Survey of a Private Collection: Postcard Albums)
Right image: https://pin.it/5gKQunplv




© PLACE: NEWBATTLE ABBEY, DALKEITH

The origins of Newbattle Abbey near
Dalkeith dates back to 1140 when
Cistercian monks from Melrose Abbey
were given land ‘Newbotle' (new
homestead) by the king, David | of
Scotland. The monks and laymen were
known for coal mining, sheep farming, salt
production and cart making.

Archaeological evidence dates back
thousands of years to prehistory and it has
been a site of incredible political
importance since medieval times, with
royal visits throughout history. It became
the Kerr family home in the 16th century,
and an adult residential college in 1937.
The army requisitioned Newbattle during
World War Il as a training center, and it
has been an adult college since 1950.

Pupils visited the chapel and took a closer
look at the wooden floor which is a replica
of medieval tiles found on the site.

Interpretation of Newbattle Abbey, Andrew Spratt, 1991

Image bottom right: canmore_image_SC02081499



P RRIL:

MESOLITHIC (10,800 - 4100 BC)

Pupils contributed
their learning on
the Mesolithic and
animal habitats
from ‘Wolf Brother’.

A mesolithic camp (llustration by lan Kirkwood, FSC Wolf Brother’s Wildwoods)

Using interpretation resources and activities, pupils explored the
animals, materials and plants in the Mesolithic period, as well as
imagining what life would have looked like in the local area.

Story dice Card games




ACGTIVITIES
EXCAVATION

Pupils excavated artefacts and interpreted
what they could be, and when they could date
from. Three ‘mini-digs’ dated to the Neolithic,

lron Age and 19" Century.

ARTEFACGTS AND REPLICAS

Pupils handled real and replica artefacts dating back
to the Mesolithic period over 12,000 years ago, and
learned that a flint scraper had been found in
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\) Scotland

Victoria Park.

Back to search

Scraper

Collection nrchceofagy

flint leaf
arrowhead

Flint scraper from Cratghall Bank, Edmbmgh

flint knife
blade

Museum reference X1992.10

Object name

Materials

Pupils enjoyed looking at the replica tools like the ot
Ol ion place(s

arrow and the knife. We thought about types of

evidence archaeologists find, and what we don't find.




HISTORIC MAPS - VICTORIA PARK

Using historic maps, photographs and their observation and curiosity,
pupils explored local sites, asking questions and finding features.
Each pupil's skills, strengths, interests and opinions in the present
added more detail and value to the heritage.

9 Map reading, identifying

features

Navigation and

orientation, fieldwalking

O Comparison to present day

One pupil used their knowledge of the park and a modern map of the
park’'s paths to identify differences between historic maps, photographs
and present day. They located the site of the old bandstand accurately.
We used technology (whatthreewords) to verify the successful find.
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Maps: Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland (CC-BY).
Bottom right plan from https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/22612/victoria-
park-management-plan-2017-2022
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HISTORIC MAPS - NEWBATTLE

Fieldwalking

Archaeologists use

fieldwalking to gain an
understanding of a site 2 :’// .
without intrusive /g."‘@c
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historic buildings and @ 2,
features, including an £ 40 :

orangery and ice house.

We recreated medieval
burials using records and
a plan drawing from an
archaeological report.

Maps: Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland (CC-BY).
Report on burials: https://journals.socantscot.org/index.php/psas/article/view/9610/9577



HISTORIC MAPS

Reproduced with the permission of the
National Library of Scotland (CC-BY).

Victoria Park
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HISTORIC POSTCARDS  .......

Victoria Park, Leith.

BANDSTAND, VICTORIA PARK, LEITH.

In Victoria Park, Lelth

Top left image: https://www.trove.scot/image/1062527 © Courtesy of HES (Survey of a Private Collection: Postcard Albums)
Middle left image : https.//jbarchive.co.uk/products/sc-651-bandstand-victoria-park-leith-edinburgh-scotland
Bottom left image: https:;//www.edinphoto.org.uk/O_PCV_M/O_post_card_views_valentine_-_leith_victoria_park_54710.htm]
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HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING

Pupils located, measured and marked out the site of a historic building: the
bandstand, using historic maps and photographs. We recorded it by taking a
photo, before going on to create interpretations and scale replicas.

Measure
1t

Marking out points
accurately

a Interpretation
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EXPERIMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY

Experimental archaeology and reconstruction helps us understand
how people made and used artefacts in the past. Some pupils made
cordage by twisting nettle fibres, as well as pendants including
shells based on Mesolithic artefacts found in Scotland*.

Pupils made tools inspired

by Mesolithic examples
and replicas

A mesolithic camp (by Alex Leonard and Kim Biddulph, FSC Into The Wildwoods)

*Hardy, Karen. (2010). Use of shells as raw material for tools and jewellery in

Mesolithic Scotland. Munibe. 31. 128.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/256463843 Use_ of shells _as raw_material _

for _tools_and_ jewellery in_Mesolithic_Scotland
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INTERPRETATION

Pupils created their own scale replicas, interpretations and models using a
variety of methods including craft and technology (Minecraft).

O Reflection on learning,

) skills and themes

Communication and
collaboration

Q Presentation and

design

Pupils shared their work and
imagined what they would put
inside their bandstands, ranging
from a dinosaur, a horn sound,
music and an elf!

Archaeological learning

Interpretation shares the
importance, value and
relevance of archaeology to
different audiences in the
present. Planning, discussing
and contributing to
interpretation offers the
opportunity to reflect on key
learning, skills development
and communicates this to

others.
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AGHIEVEMENT AND SKILLS

Each pupil earned a Heritage Hero Award for their time
and effort investigating the local heritage and
archaeology. Each pupil brought unigue and valued
skills, interests and contributions to the project.

Innovation

Curiosity Q

Self-management Social Intelligence

Communicating QQ

Focusing

Feeling :

Sense-making Q
Creativity g

Critical thinking Q

Integrity

Collaborating é‘i"

Leading [ 13

Adapting

Meta-Skills

As well as developing archaeological skills including research,
investigation, recording and interpretation, participants used and
developed Meta-skills (Skills Development Scotland) to explore,
discover and share archaeological learning.

SODD

Wellbeing

Engaging and connecting
with the historic

REMEMBER iti
Talk&llSmJ Yguu; wxds THESINBLE E’??g's;’»c%ié“?mms DO UMAT Jou CAN. landscape positively
rEﬂ mmk(m Your presence  GIVE YoU JoY SURPRISE YOURSELF MOVE YOUR HOOD impacts wellbeing.

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/scotlands-careers-
services/education-team/meta-skills-toolkit/progression-framework

5 Ways to Wellbeing | Mind - Mind



Pupils found examples of renewable and
non- renewable energy sources and natural
resources available during the past and
present (e.g. solar power at the Orangery at
Newbattle, nursery/ greenhouses in Victoria
Park), as well as sustainable ways to live by
harnessing these (e.g. the Icehouse at
Newbattle).

Energy Through Time

Eaplore how energy sowrces have hanged from the past to the present.
What wil the futare look M for remewable and nen-renemable energy?

Designed for 2+ players, aged 5+

icehouse orangery greenhouse freezer bandstand

2 \Bandstand.
W
(3
: . ‘ combine , %ﬁ: W
fountain crop fields harvester machine fountain tap bandstand
m\:
By |\
s \ L)
threshing [ B Y
palm house river/ourn machine bakers polytunnel greenhouse bandstand allotment nursery

Learning for Sustainability & Net Zero

Our project used a LfS approach to archaeological learning to imagine
possible energy futures towards Net Zero 2045 and contribute to
Sustainable Development Goals.

1 13 foor

Net Zero

N\ Scotland @
< NET £ERO s

https://netzeronation.scot/about

https:/www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment (‘
/sustainable-development-goals/

We're being supported by the
ScottishPower Foundation in 2024




EVALUATION

Outcomes

Pupils will have:

e a better understanding of archaeology and what archaeologists do
e understand how they can find out more about the past

e a greater awareness of their local heritage

e developed archaeological and meta-skills

Evaluation

Pupils were given photos of the
activities, and stickers representing
their feelings towards the activities:

| liked it a lot 81.25%
| liked it a little 17.19%
@ didn'tlikeit 1.56%

All activities: I 64 responses

See next page for a breakdown of responses by activity.

We discussed which activities they liked or didn't like while they
completed these. The one piece of ‘| didn’'t like it’ feedback was
about an outdoor activity, with very cold weather on the day “It was
freezing cold”.

Not every pupil completed these evaluations, so data does not fully
represent all pupils. This will inform how we gather evaluation data
in the future.

Quotes from pupils

e “Archaeology is digging things up from the past”

e ‘| like to do history and archaeology”

e How can we share what we learned with others? “Take my mum and
brother”




UU UT ES | liked it a lot | liked it a little . | didn't like it

Artefact and replica handling and interpretation

‘I enjoyed looking at the objects.”
e ‘| got to make all of it”

e “All the artefacts were good. This
was all fun.”

| liked: “arrow”, “statue” (Lewis
chess piece) “flint for scraping fat
off animal skin”

e “The trip was my favourite part.”

e “This whole visit was cool.”

e “This part was very lovely”
(chapel)

e | liked: “ice house” “orangery”

‘I really liked finding out
where we are now used to be
an old railway.”

e ‘looking for the old
bandstand, it's not there
anymore.”

e How the bandstand was made
with cast iron “melty, shape it”

e ‘“The trees were in a line on

the old path”




ATTAINMENT THROUGH ARCHAEQLOGY
ARCHAEQLOGY AT TRINITY

Thanks to ...

e The Trinity Academy pupils and Support for Learning Staff

* Energy Through Time funders: Scottish Power Foundation and Historic
Environment Scotland

e Forestry and Land Scotland for their learning resources consulted and
shared with the pupils

We're being supported by the
ScottishPower Foundation in 2024

HISTORIC ARAINNEACHD
ENVIRONMENT | EACHDRAIDHEIL
SCOTLAND ALBA

https://forestryandland.gov.scot/what-we-do/biodiversity-and-
conservation/historic-environment-conservation/learning,

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/publications/wolf-brothers-wildwoods/

wolf Brother’s
wildwoods

¥ |nto the Wildwoods

Explore the Mesolithic in Scotland's native woodlands The ‘Bar.e ‘.Bohes

For more information contact the Archaeology Scotland Learning
education@archaeologyscotland.org.uk

Or email Jane Miller, Learning Officer:
j.miller@archaeologyscotland.org.uk

Team:

This project is part-funded by Scottish Power Foundation

Archaeology Scotland | Newbattle Abbey College | Newbattle Road | Dalkeith | EH22 3LL

education@archaeologyscotland.org.uk | www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk
Company Registered in Scotland No. 262056 | Registered Scottish Charity No. SC 001723



